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Ten years ago it was my privilege and honor to review the first twenby-five

then ig on record, I
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- wears of this orgenizstion's hisbory. Since what I said

Department was on May 10, 1923 when

o grovp met in Barton's Gnrage for the purpose of orJOﬂJz‘ng o Fire depariment.

The garage was located on the east side of the South Country road about one

thousend feet south of the railrecad tracks., The early minutes are incomplete

ang very skebehy but we know the first meeting actually did orgenize a firse
ompany. The first officers were: George ¥ ?rau, Chiefs; Willienm Horn, Foreman;

Y 173 e a
John H. Yorton, Secreitary and Treasurer; B4 ”?@Qﬂ, Driver #1 and S. King,

Driver #2; this in spite of the fact that we had nothing to drive bubl private

e

ed The Brookhsven Hose Company Fo. 1. The District

oy ol IV
aora, The oubfit was to be

) »

houndaries were to coinecide with the election district #27. At wvarious tinmes

o

during the year 1923 the following nsmes were mentioned end so may be assumed

o -

P 7 o - .
to be charber members: John MeGreavy, George (Ba) Weldron, Jr,, Willisam Riseley,

and R. H. Lyons,Sr.

Hicken, Al Rodde, Lou Decker,

1oned ere elther dead or long since moved out of the district.
the formation of a Fire District wes cireulated and some
sixty-five per cenb of the taxpayers signed it. However, some bechnicallty
delayed its presentation to the Supervisors until March, 1924, Apparently the
En

hovels, brooms and waber pails until May 1924

e foam extinguishers were bought at twenty dollars

or by private subscription. These were parked

s
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sround the village in the custody of people who hed an automobile and a telephone.
The Board of Supervisors met in Riverhead on WMarch 30, 1924, accepted our

petition and voted to establish The Brookhaven Fire District. The citizens

Aoril for at the May meeting

evidently approved this at an election some time in
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o pay & bill from The Patchogue Advence for electlon expenses,
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In Septenber, 1924 the chewmlcsl tenks discarded by the Bellport Fire

Department were purchased for $25 end six monthg later a second-hand Buick car

was bought for $100 and the tanks mounted therson, %o become our first firve
truck,
Thrring foril, 1925 the fire compeny acguived from the Cakwood Resl
& oix 2 g5 4

Company title to a lot at the corner of Rallroad Avenue, (now Bridge ?laee,)

the first election to

Qu

and Seeley Street., Algo in April, 1925 there wes held
approve the district budget. It was advertised to be 2300 for contingentd

expenses and $5,700 Yor as much thereof as is necessary® for construction of
o fire house, However, the ballobt as sctually prinbed, left out the ome word

1 thi

tihereof,? Some keen-eved opponent spotbed this omission which would have

LJ;

vthorized the Commissioners to spend 45,700, or ag much as they saw fit,

withot imit, The citizens voted this down,
Apparently no budget wes approved umtil the following year., This time the
proposition wes for $3,500 for the building and $2,000 for a chemical engine.

Everybody thought it was approved and a Chevrolet truck wilh soda and acid tenks

was delivered on September 26, 1926. However, some legal technicality voided

the election and it was necessary to vobe the third time and this time 1t was
approved., Cround was broken on October 55 1926.

In ¥ay, 1927 a Locomobile was purchased with company funds and converted

to o "ire truck.® Actuslly it wes a racing truck bul carried beq gellon wilk

weber. o0 i i
George Woldron served continuouvsly as Fire Chief. It is
%

we have never been able Lo obtain a phobtograph of this

v wiho did so much to meke the company a Mgolng! concern.
le had s very active tournament beam which won a respectable mumber of

relatively smell company had a wonderful esprit de corps and
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every member worked hard,

In 1930 a Buick car was purchssed with company funds to replace the
Locomobile and two of the members built and mounted a hose cart body. To be
sure we had no hose and no use for an:} hose since we had no pumper, but they
were looking shead. In 1932 2 fully-equipped Buffalo fire truck, a 500 gallon
a minute pump and a 400 gallon booster tenk was purchased, but only after a mass
meeting had been called to sell it to the téh ayers, many of whom thought it
wes merely a $6,000 toy for the firemen to play with., After ail , the firemen.
were mostly youngsters hardly out of their teens and the older pecple who paid
the texés book the ususl dim view of anything the youngsters wanted to do.
Relieve it or not, a very vocal group thought of the fire company as a select
social club run at ﬁhe taxpayers! expense. 4
4"3;, g:éé:s:":ﬂégbsen to make ‘the Mpitch! at this meeting, 'l?he new truck was
approved and in appreciation of thigs the company lma;'de%z'ée” an honorary mgmber ,"‘f@
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In March, 1938 tﬁe fire police were organized with Bob Lyons, Sr. as
‘Captain. Concern sbout the quality of new members goes back itwenty years for
an Investigating Committee was set up then.

When Bellport installed their water system, we purchased their old fire
wells and the district instelled four of them about the village, one each at
the Brookheven and Southaven schools, one at Seeley Street near the fire house
for practice and one at Bay Road at John Morton's house. The VWellington and
Post wells were installed privately.

In September, 1938 the first of several anmual trips bo the Coney Island
Mardi Gras wes taken.

During the 1938 mmrricane the company performed heroic work in rescuing
several pergsons down Bay Road. The weter was chest deep and rescue wes
effected by a duck ?ma'by. cozmnandee;*éd from I_Glint Smith's Boatyard. The ‘company
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ally thanked by the Town Police for ihis end their other work during
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the shorm., Tt was slso in 193% that the company put on the firsgt annual
Christmas party for the school children and in May, 1939 the first Memoriel Dsy
service as held st the Southsven Church.

TIn 1940 Drs. Horenstein and Benscroft were mede honorary members for thelr

iret ald. It wes also in 1940 thel the

)

éervices in ingtructing the company in
Brookhaven Anbulance Company was orgenized as sn adjunct to the fire company,
so you see thel the pattern of unselfish public service over and beyond firemanic
duties were seb some tweniy vears ago. We may well be proud of this record. s

TH ecertainly gives the lis to those early, bigotited objectors who thought of
DR ot D =2 o

the firemen as a card-playing, beer—drinking clique enjoying themselves ab

855

taxpayers' expense, and now-a-days when there is need for some public iMprove-

pay

x“i‘)

bﬁu, the eitizens invariably turn first to the fire company,
The first inspechbion dimmer was held in 1941 at the Better 'Cle., Ver
clouds were gathering even before Pearl Harbor and in May, 1941 members who
were called into the armed forces were given Tull active sbatus during thelr ser-
vice period. /?39 rently there were a 1ot of then for in January, 1942 eight
new members were sccepbed on a special wartime status. There were blackouts;

o

988 PPtﬁonzng clesses in chemicel warfare; the Tiremen were finger printed

Por Civil Defense Certificates; a Service Flag was hung in the fire house and
an Honor Roll szeb up at the Memorial Park in front of the World War cannon,

The company had come of age. The hard work necessary to organize the

company sad get it functioning were over and firemen began to relax and take

things for granted. The lack of discipline and organization showed vp and in

Fon

Merch, 1944 it wes necessary to take official action and in struct all firemen
o return to the Fire house end sign the bock after fires. This problenm
continued to plague us until 1957, when everyone ab last realized its importance,

7,

Then on December 15, 1945 there wes a flash fire and explosion in the
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fire house., In the few minutes it took for the first men to get there, it
wes already too hot to hook a tow chain to the trucks and pull them out. The
building, equipment and 21l our records were a complete loss. You cen imagine
the shock and disappointment.

Three days later, on December 18th, a special meeting was called at the
school snd it wes ennounced that we had already purchased an army surplus fire
truck snd arrangements bad been made to have Bellport Fire Company cover our
district, The following Sunéay a committee met with the Commissioners in
reference to new equipment. Less than three weeks after the flr_e , we had e .
new four-vheel drive, fully-equipped Chevrolet fire truck andve nr;rebac;: 1n e
business. The site and the approximate size of the new house wes determined.

By May we had a new Ford 500 gePoene pumper , 2 &eed to the property and an
srchitect had been retained. By July the urocmv chassis had been purchased
and sent to have the pump mounted and the body built. &

About this time it wes reaslized that the assessed valuation of the digtrict
would not permit us to legally raise sufficient money to build a new fire
house adequate for our needs at the prices then in effect., By some quick work
of the Commissioners!, the district was expanded to take in the Shirley zrea
vest of Upten Blvd. and Williem Floyd Parkway, all the wey from the high tension

'li.nes south to the Great South Bay.

When the new building wes sbout balf completed, it became obvious that
we were not going to have the money to complete it the way we had hoped, and
the village was divided into two camps; those who wanted the outgide appearance
of the building to look like the architect's sketch end thoge who would econo-
mize on appearance and finish the upstairs room soO it could be used as a meeting
hsll. The story is best told in a report to the taxpayers circulated after
the completion of the building, to inform them where Thelr money went. This

renor’t set forth the following informetion: The ori'?inal bid for the building
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$59,000, but the most we could legally raise even with the expanded

»

districh was $46,669,74, less necessary prell

nary expenses for legal fees,
bonds, architect fees, land clearing, greding and insurance, etc,, which came
o a net of %&2,0@0. The Commiggloners seleched the chesper of all the
alternatives approved by the architect and decided to forego some things which
could be sdded later and did nobt affect the immediste usefulness of the bullding

There was & storm of protest which was resolved by holding a mass meeting
at vhich there wes mede @ public appeal for funds. This resulted in the

coll

Jus soch specific items as a weathervane, electric

stove, conference table, silk ceremonial flag, official United States flag,
kitchen csbinets and counter, trophy cabinet, desk, cornmerstones, ingulation
over the second floor seiling, a bronze memorisl plague, clocks, a mirror and
vanity teble in the powder room and the use of machinery and equipment, plus
seven hundred hours of labor on the concrete ramp, The lend was also donated.

2

The result was an attractive and usable building which asctually cost in cagh
(=34 o

i~y

903.34, at & cost to the taxpayers of only 846,669,774, a saving o

L“\?.

#12,330 as ageinst the original bid. And this szving was the result of the
enthusissn and the unselfish work of the members of the fire company.
By August the building was in use, the trucks and embulance were houged

“in it instead of being seatiered around in different buildings. The building

and the Memorisl Plague were dedicated at 2 p.m. on August 24, 1947. The

racing teanm was granbed p@fhi sion to hold a dence in the fire house and that

LAE7

the Pirst such fumction. Bub they were forbidden to sell beer! This

&
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_orises was OVErcome, however, when 520 wes donated to purchase fres beer,

M

The By-Lews were vevised o require fire schocl training for 211 cendidatbes
for office. In apother action, drivers were required to report monthly on
the condition of their trucks and gnce again members fighting fires mmst sign

the book. The importance of insurance rates and regulations was heving an in-

Q

eressing impact on company operations. About this time we had e letler from
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The Town Board stating that no member under eighteen years could fight fireg
as they would not be covered by the Town's compensation policy. This increasing
importance of insurance requirements was respongible for the inclusion in the
minutes for the first time, of a fire summery for the year 1947-48. We ha

3

lives were lost. There were 715 men fighting fires,

=

34 Tires in which 4

#

2,197 acres burned, property damage of $19,000 and there were 1,446 man hours

expended or an average of A3-3/4 man hours per fire. Meny of these fires were

caused by sperks from the stesm locomotives and in April, 1948 the L.I.B.R.

o i

promised to try to stop thenm,

In Bpril, 1948 the traffic light in front of the fire house was instelled

nd The gysten insugerated by which the Bellport telephone operator sounds our
¥ g } it
5 %.

thet time the followlng were made % ﬁz%z%% Iife %ﬁrmbers b@ cause
»

vip in the original company: Arthur Weldron, R. Lyons, Sr.,

Horton, Ed Waldron, Walber Zukowski, A. Rodde and Adenm Kress,

V2

o

3, 1948 we had our 25 year celebration with open house and it

At the meebing in October, 1948 the condition of our equipment wus

described by one of the members as "stinking" and the general efficiency of

the company low, in gpite of, or perhsps because of, a lerge mewbership., This

for it was noved

eriticiem was evidently thought justified by the membership

3 s
B0L

and seconded To cloge the membership boolks until the By-laws could be changed

to ingure grester discipline and a better calibre of new membersg. The criti-
1t just by the Commisgsioners also, who wrobe to the company demanding

that the drivers keep log books of the operstion and

performence of their trucks. In spite of the obvious value of this, it took

several vesrs bo enforce. 0On the good gide of the record for that year it

t sizbesn uwniforms were Lo be bought from the fund that had

2 =]




In 1949 the Anbulence Company purchased a LaSslle ambulance from the

Kigsel. They slso now possessed an inhelabtor znd oxygen tanks.

The fire at the Durkee Estate in Zasbt Patchogue was discussed at one of
“the meetings and the ervors of commlssion and omission thoroughly talked about.

The proverty was not well protected and the loss much more Than there should

have heen., The lask of co-ordination bebwsen the verious companies and The

&

lack of chain of commend poinbed up again the need for orgenization and

5

dimeipline, not only of our own company, bub of other neighboring companies,
& 7 o 5 v 2 & (] s

3

bty

iciency of the company wag again

<

The Commissioners concern over the ef
expressed by their demand that no man be permitied to drive the huge Brockway
until he had demonstreted his ability to operate it.

. . p 4 4

The present pick-up truck was bought af@@f & long hassel over whg%her to
buy a hali-toy or a 3/4, @OEAQE%SSiﬁa The:ebmpany WaE ébout evenly>divided and
the vote ﬁﬁé 19 for the f&iémﬁon trucx_aﬁd 18 for»%ﬁe 3/4 ton truék but the
minority are still not/convineed an&/ﬁ%e argument still goes gn;

The fire report for 1948-9 showed 34 firves plus 5 that were angl recorded.
1,683 man hours were expended et fires and 2 firemen were injured. ZIive fires
not recorded, five years glber all the firemen were instructed that they must
sign the books after each fire! The imporbance of such records for our insur-
ance shending was gtill not appreciated,

A proposed Ladies! Auxiliary was voted dowm 29 to 14. In spite of this,
the ladies, God bless ‘en, slways show up at a big fire and see to it that

there is coffee and grub for their men. They neither receive nor expect thanks,

ove, Whatever it ig, it's wonderfull
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znd 3F that isn't unselfish

]

4 survey of the map of the district for availability of water was pro-
poged and this led to the adopition of the plan for adding one or more wells

annually waere a well or z stand pipe is practiceble and needed,



Tn 1950 was the first invenbory of truck equipment, subsequently to be
mede regulerly. According to the minutes for thal yesr the Secretaryts books
had been in such sad shape for years that the Chief requested all previous
officers and committee members to report to him so that records could be brought

-

up o date, which again shows the increasing awereness of the need for proper

organization and discipline,
At & Secout meeting st the school, a fireman who was also a scouter

noticed thet the exit doors were locked and chained. The meeting was in the

evening to be sure, bub it raised a question of whether this was standard

L2

practice and led the Chief to survey the school for fire hazards, Tols was a

Q

step forwerd from fire fighting to fire prevention.

¢
Q

You will recall that when we built the new bullding, our district was
expanded to reach all the wey down to Smith's Point and an increasing number
of our fires were at the disbant end of ocur district and there was a ot of

and reluchance of the men to go that far from home. A loophole in

0y

gripin
the law was discovered which permitited two adjacent fire districts to adjust
their territories merely by the consent of the Commissioners of the territories
involved., We took advantage of that loophole and transferred the district
south of Neighborhood Road to Mastic Beach. Thereafter they would not only
teke over the protection of that district but also took over thelr pro rata
share of our debb on the new fire house.

Tt wes suggested and adopted as standard procedure that at each meetin
thereafter, all fires for the previous month would be discussed for the
lessons to be learned therefrom. The point system was adopted to increase the
efficiency of the company. For the sske of the record, since it ig not ex-
plained in any of the minutes, the point systen gives each member a specific
mmber of poinbs for the percentage of meetings attended, the percentage of

fires Fought, the percentage ol compulsory irills, work details, offices held



and commitbee pogbs £illed, etec. I can't be more specific since the values

4

wers nodified from bime to time bubt the bazic idea wes that to rate the

clessification as an active member, 1t would he necessary to accumilate a

certain number of each year., I the member did not meke the required
number, he was dropped from the asctive list and if he exceeded the required

number, he was given an award in the Torm of some distinctive insignis worn
2 b2 &

on his wniform. There is no guesblon bubt that the point system has ralged
the efficiency of the company.

- The Comrdssioners approved z 31,500 radic setup for the company. How we

wonder how we ever gob
In the lather part of 1950 wes the first mention of mutual aid in the
minutes and we were advised that firemen could not teke any other Clvil De-

ohg, The company wenbt on record in favor of the proposed Suffolk

~
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County Fire Gollege.

v of 1951 there evidently was a big fire, for the minutes recorded

5 4 LY

that "thenk you! lebters were sent to the Brookbaven Town Police and to all

the companies participating in the recent fires and an ad was put in The Pat-

chogue Advance bthanking a1l concerned for their help and bthe ladies for their

to take bhack what I sald sboub no thenks.) Then when

treport on firves' it was recorded, and I quote,

-3 L .. BT o S ’ B Faxl & -
"One hot time wes hed by all.! Not a word as to where the fire was, what

iy

k3 - e o, G ey g3
companies helped, or why such measures of gra bitude!

, Uy om . » . s oy EX Y 2 o 4
Yost of us remember that week, bub even recent as 1t is, there ls a greav
5 3. 1 ik e . x A P
desl of confusion as To the achtual heppenings. It started on the Znd of Hay
I A 8 o % e X
when a fire was reporbed at 3:20 p.m. at the Hard's Egtate. Actually it

c, jumped Yephank Avenue and with a shift in the

atarted at the dump in

1

raced soubh, We ftried 1o back

ot Gerard Road but it jumped There;

wd
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o
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tne trucks raced down to Farm-to-larket Road but the fire was already ahead

fa ]
8]
3
ey
o

onbavk Highway bub 1t jumpe

of them., We triesd bo stop 1

end was Finally stopped about at the voilrosd tracks and the company relturned

[=58104 i,

et 2120 a.;m. the following morming. Eleven hours on one fire., Lesg than gix

hours later we hed & brush fire ab Form-bo-lerket Road which we fought from

2415 bo 10:15 and fifteen witmbes later o fire was east of Leskowibz farm

210 o 7230 pem. end on the 5% o brush fire in the Leborstory from

7290 pom. The following day a fire &t River Road in Southaven from 1345 to
2:20 snd the day after that a still alarnm st the cemetery which rolled only

s fire at Farm-to-Market Road west of Yaphenk Ayenue,

TH was in 1951 that the compan

Doy Scouts from the P.T.h. and: put on the

a4

out Lo be the annual Helloween parties for the kids o

any voted $100 for a resusclietor for the Anbuvlance

Comparny, the balance to be raised by a V V.Y, dancs end publie subscriptlon,

Vil g

, ready o serve any bime,

pe]

The Ambulance crew hag always been & dedicated grou

53

day or night. However, in 1952 the membership had dwindled and there were s0
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emetines Aifficuit to find men
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marr calls oubside the five dist

that it would be better to confine the sctivi-

nd by reducing the number of calls, have nore

better service, However, beczuse of donations

- -

and subseriptions from outside, this could not be accomplished at once. It

ms decided to conbinue until June, 1954 and in the mes vhime trein crews in

This has proven to be a

ces Lo 50T Up Welr
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sise decision, the crew ls nov larger end the dene on individuel members

g more choogy for their

By 1953 the ingurance companies were becon
cleims were up and thelr rabes held down. Only actuel firemsnic sctivitiesg

o 3 ]
not be covered unliess

@D

W

would be probechted. Tunerals, parades, ebtc., woulc

an officiel drill. 7This put a erimp in tournsments,

2 .

 known disebilities had to cease active five fighbing

face the possibility of not being insured. I wes then that the posgibilily
of o physicel examingtion for 211 firemen was first discussed. It wes in
seb up = capital reserve fund whereby funds

sguipment over a number of yesrs, thus avoiding

ne Ambulance Compary purchased

in any one year.

to replace Tthe LaSalle. The meebting room wells,

a2 brand new Cadillec

bare cinder blocks since the building wes dedicabed, were covered with pin
1954, was an wmeventful year. ¥We took delivery of a fully-equipped
truck, #5,

Ir Julv we had the first of & series of C.D. drills with 2 simulated

neident” at Shirley and 3t was about that time that the fire horn on Fost

hill wes put

” -

who hed been s chavber member moved oub of the

district and in appreciation of hig long service, he wes made an Honorary

oved out of the dlstrict and in apprecistion of hisg

Hember, Rod T
services in the company and as Secretary to the Board he, too, wes made an

It was ghortly after that the first Certi

LA

averded and it wes in October, 1954 that the

o A ~
Drivers Crgenization was formed.

s purchased the tape recorder which wes of tremendous

$$153

The folloving year



ortunete , which & fanlly wes completely

vurned oub. A spontanecus move to wem much needed help regulied in

R

&761,05.  Subsequently company

Ve s 2.7 3
an affair at the Betb

aetion wes baken to set up a permenent "Emergency Fund" with e committee
to adninister it.

In April, 1956 we had another C,D. driil primarily to get wp radio

e alerted and the Fire

mrocedure. A11 Brookhaven Town Flre comp aules wer

Comordinator ordered btrucks and ambulances of the various companies to
loestions oubelde their own districls.
T December of 156 our delegates to the Suffolk County Voluniteer

mrements Association voted to discontinue Racing Teams and Tournements and

ca not involve

henceforth have only Field Dey type of compe

+the use of truck

s and so overcomes difficuliies of insurance coversge.

W

v Yerch, 1957 an inspector of the LY, State Fire Insurance Bating
Board made o complete check of our equipment and records. The ghtress placed

n digeipline in the last few years pald off and we were given s very satis-

factory reting. However, he felt we should keep even more detailed fire

«m g 2

the time, place and type of fire, type of builiding involved,

o

i

records

~

mmber of men on the job, am fmn;, of water us@d, etc.

/Lagt-year.as you alkl remenber, est trucky a Hose Truck, #6, was

sut in service. Also a Welfare Fund of $100 to be administered without

specific accounbing by a committee consisgting of the Chaplain, the Chief

ond Assistant Chiefs; a fire sirven was pub in operation in Shirley, the

wlates showing friction loss were mounted on sach truek for more efficient
wmp opsretion and we held our own Yemoriel Services {(for Firemen as distined

fron ve'i&c:.f’z e} on the evening of May 2%,

il Zﬂ.v’b June and July were perhaps the bugiest we have ever had. In June

w
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there were 6 brush fires. In August we had 2 false alerms, 7 brush fires,
3 house fires, 1 car fire, 1 R.H, engine fire - 1,548% man hours spent,
29,650 gals. of water pumped and the trucks rolled 671 milesl!

The worst fire’’started up north and reached our district at 6:10 pem.
on July 1l. We got a bulldozer eventually which broke a fire lane in the
dark. The trucks and crew did not get back 'til 3 a.m. AL 11:30 that same
morning (July 12) it broke out again and was not extinguished 'til 10 p.m.
Ye fought fire 20 hours oub of 28! There were 17 companies on the fire
besides us and to make matbers more confused there was a2 C.D. drill on at the
same time and the Fire Co-ordinator tock up his headquerters in our radio '

roon!

ot

JLast fall we had vhat woes the most instructive and realistic drill we

)

have éver had. With the mmber of children sleeping in dormitories at

Weshington Lodge the possibility of a truly disastrous fire is obvious. Such

£

time on the blackboard and

o

a situation was simulated, worked out shead o
then actuslly on the spot at night we had streams of water on the dormitories
within a few minutes after the alarm}

Just two more items for 1957. Our first Booster Drive for funds netted
$1,117.00 and our school population was so big we had to hold 3 simultanecus
Helloween parties.

The ‘year‘s activities are summed up in the annual report:

Aversge attendance at Meetings - 49

Trucks rolled 727 miles each

4y 400% man hours spent

65,255 gals. water pumped

7 houge fires

53 brush fires

1 chimmey fire

6 cor fires

3 false alaryms
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Average of 23 men turned oub at each fire

12 compulsory drills

3 Stand-~-by services for other companies

That seems to be a good note on which to end. Thirty-five years is a
long time and the Brookhaven Fire Company has changed with the tines and
grown to keep pace with the inereasing population. Ve can't predict the
future - bub we do know this - the Brookhaven Fire Company will be what it

ig now - one of the best and most efficient of them all.



